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without including students in the planning process, which is against current research
and best practices that emphasize learner involvement in their own education.

Distinguishing learning experiences from the experience of being taught provided the
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forefront in the discussions of engagement.
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engagement are important information for educators, who aim to provide more
opportunities for students to engage in deeper learning.



Problem of practice

How do students perceive their learner
agency?

Learner agency is an important socio-
educational construct used in education to
understand how students make sense of their
ownership and intentionality of learning

engagement. Students need opportunities to
exercise their agency (Mercer, 2012)

Nina's Notes

To support deep and lifelong learning, teachers and instructors must know how students
perceive their learner agenckinding solutions for student engagement (aligned with

various curricula and CCSS) is necessary to help teachers thrive in their positions.
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process of supporting agency in the classroom and beyond.

Furthermore, educational policies should aim to increase the meaningfulness of
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during formal education. Students need to be better prepared to thrive in

knowledge societies where choices are more abundant than in Sasply

emphasizing the reproductive purpose of formal education is not enough for

preparing students for living in 2entury knowledge societies, where

independent and lifdong learning are the desired end goals of formal education.



Theoretical Framework: Learner Agency

Constructed concept including selfhood, will,
choice, initiative, creativity and degree of freedom
—very important in 21 Century societies.

* The socioculturally mediated capacity to act
(Ahearn, 2001)

* Intentionality of actions and the ability and
opportunity to make choices (Giddens, 1984)

* Denoting ‘quality’ of the engagement of actors
not a quality of the actors themselves. (Priestley,
Biesta & Robinson, 2012)
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The premise in this research is that learning is a naturally occurring process, and
formal education (schooling) is an intervention societies have decided to embed into
this process. Learner agency includes the temporally embedded process of
engagement including past, present, fututenfirbayei& Mische 1998).

It is important for teachers inthe 210Sy G dzNE (2 o6S o6t S G2 adz
growth into lifelong learners who make choices about their own lives and learning.

This part seems to be forgotten in the teacher training programs. My students who

are teachers pursuing their Masters degrees in education are struggling to find a

balance between the external accountability measures and the learning needs of

their students. Increased agency is one solution for this global problem of getting
students integrated into their own lives and learning.



Research Questions

What are students’ perceptions of their learning
experiences?

Sub-questions. What kind of learning interactions
do students experience in the classroom? How do
students choose to engage in the classroom, and
how do they describe the intentionality of their own
learning? What are students’ perceptions of life-long
learning? What instructional choices do students
describe as being impactful for their self-direction
and self-regulation?
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The first research question focuses on the conceptions students attach to their
everyday learning experiences in the classroom. Purpose for this question is to
describe the autonomy and agency students attach to their learning experiences. The
sub-questions reflect the concepts related to learner agency: intentionality, choices,
engagement, temporality and selkgulation.

These are the same concepts my teachers talk about in their professional learning:
how to better help students relate their learning into their lives?



Connecting theoretical
framework, literature review
and research methodology

* Ontology: non-dualist relativism

* Epistemology: learning is a situational and
contextual process of constructing understanding

* Using Bandura’s four components of agency to tie
everything together:

1. Intentionality 2. Forethought
3. Self-reactiveness 4. Self-reflectiveness
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The construction of self in society and agency in the structure are similar processes as
knowledge creation, deeply rooted in situationality and contextuality of experiences.
Therefore, emphasizing learner agency might provide a solution for deeper learning
and engagement.

Sense of agency enables people to take action. Building positivefedicy beliefs
and academic setfoncept protects from learned helplessness.
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1991).



Literature strand 1: Learning
and teaching in 215t Century

Relates the change in education to the
conceptual framework of learner agency
discussing:

* Learning experiences in the form of
engagement

* Meaningfulness of learning

* Curriculum
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The role of education has changed, as it should, to reflect the needs of the society.
Today it is important to engage students in learning experiences in order to increase
the meaningfulness of their learning.

Classroom environment is the context where curricula are actualized and where
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socialization process in human development (Bergeu8kmann1966) Learning

has to be meaningful for students to engage in it.

Curricula should only focus on the content of learramgl teachers must be
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can better be met.



Strand 2: Deep Learning

Subjective intentionality and forethought
foreshadow deep learning engagement (e.g.
Marton & Saljo, 1976; Boss, et al., 2011)

* Learner-centeredness
* Supporting academic self-concepts
* Learning as a process

* The opportunity to choose
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as a process instead of a product is an important premise for learner agency. This is
due to the connotation of intentional learning as planned subjective activity. Deep
learning can easily be supported in learroentered environments.



Strand 3: Collaborative focus

Learning does not happen in a vacuum, but
is situated in and contextualized by the
classroom environment. These interrelated
concepts focus on supporting students’
development

* Self-regulation
* Co-regulation
* School Related Well-being
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In addition to providing the frameworks for conceptual knowledge, schools must also
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surrounding society.

Seltand ceregulation are important parts of agen@and weltbeing contributes to
engagement in meaningful learninyiémi, KumpulainenLipponen& Hilppg 2014)



Methodology: Phenomenography

*  Empirical study of describing the qualitatively
different ways of how participants experienced
and conceptualized their learning.

* Describes the collective variation of how people
understand a given phenomenon.

*  Perceptions as verbalized conceptions are the
units of analysis in phenomenography.

* End result: Outcome space built of
hierarchically, conceptually, and/or logically
related categories of description
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describe the manifested relationship between a student and learning as a
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them, and in revealing and describing the variation thereiditon & Booth, 1997,

p. 111).



According tdSaljo(1988) the phenomenographic analysis is about discovering the
gualitatively different ways participants experience the phenomenon, therefore the
researcher must have sufficient subject knowledge.
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analysis, moving between empirical data and theoretical concepts to let one
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mental constructs.
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